To: Miami Marines

We are writing to update you on our progress on Marine Stadium.

January 10 Event

Our seminar, "The Future of Miami Marine Stadium' was a big success. We had 150 people including City Commissioners Marc Sarnoff, Joe Sanchez, Tomas Regalado and County Commissioner Carlos Jimenez.

During the first half of the program, Jorge Hernandez, Don Worth, and Enrique Nunez, Planner with the City of Miami, talked about the challenges and time frames involved in bringing the Marine Stadium back and moving forward with the Master Plan for Virginia Key. 

During the break, we saw dragon boat demonstration races. The races were between two local teams, The Dragon Slayers (a competitive coed team, Captain Debbie Schelmety) and S.O.S. (Save Our Sisters, a Breast Cancer Survivor Team-Captain Kim Bonomo). If you are interested in finding out more about this sport, please contact them through their websites, www.miamidragonslayers.blogspot.com or www.teamsosmiami.com.


During the second half of the program, 15 promoters and organizations discussed their plans for events at Miami Marine Stadium. We have posted summary comments below. Anyone who was in attendance came away with the tremendous potential of the Stadium.

At the conclusion of the event, tours of the Marine Stadium were provided by dragon boat.

We were very pleased with the event-a good step forward!

University of Miami Architecture Studio

Jorge Hernandez and Hilario Candela are teaching a preservation and planning design studio for graduate level students on the development relationship between the Marine Stadium and the Basin. Architecture students will survey potential users of Marine Stadium to determine how the Basin might be used for these events and bring current this Landmark into the cultural and social calendar of our community. This, in turn, will be used to map out requirements for the Basin. The purpose of this studio is to provide some useful information to EDSA and the City of Miami for the development of the Virginia Key Master Plan.

Lecture about the Marine Stadium by Hilario Candela

Hilario will lecture on the Marine Stadium at 6:00 PM February 11 at the Glasgow Hall, on Jorge Perez M. Architecture Center at the University of Miami School of Architecture. Hilario will address the prevailing architectural context in Miami at the start of the decade of the 60s, at a point in time when our community was exposed to the serious civic attitude flourishing in America and the evidence that this future public facility offered. Candela will focus on the contribution of mid-century modernist design approach and the pursuit of the strength of elegance. The lecture is free and open to the public. 

Next Steps

We continue to quietly work on operational, financial, and management issues that are involved with restoring the Stadium. These are key concerns and we continue to do more research.

We are thinking about doing another, more social event soon as we seek to keep the Marine Stadium in the public eye. Please continue to refer to us your ideas, leads, and contacts.

Below we have posted the summary of individuals who made presentations on events at Miami Marine Stadium at our January 10, 2009 meeting.


Jorge Hernandez
Becky Roper Matkov
Don Worth

www.marinestadium.org
EVENTS AT MIAMI MARINE STADIUM
 
The individuals below all spoke at our event, "The Future of Miami Marine Stadium" on January 10, 2009. They are all experienced event promoters-and strong supporters of the Marine Stadium.  
This provides an overview of the marvelous potential of the Marine Stadium. We are adding more event promoters and organizations to this list all the time. Also check our website, www.marinestadium.org under the "Letters of Support" section to see more information from these individuals and other promoters and organizations.
Gene De Souza, Rhythm Foundation  
Website: www.rhythmfoundation.com
The Rhythm Foundation is the foremost presenter of Latin and World Music in South Florida. Over more than 20 years, they have presented International legends as well as up and coming stars at the Fillmore Gleason Theater, Gusman Theater, Adrienne Arsht Center and many other venues. The Rhythm Foundation has a successful track record of using concerts to stimulate growth in business and neighborhoods (South Beach, Downtown Miami) and looks forward to doing a concert series at the Miami Marine Stadium. 
Arturo Aballi (President), Fernando Mendoza (VP), Miami Rowing & Watersports Center
website: www.miamirowing.com
The Miami Rowing and Watersports Center (established in 1974) is the basin's longest running occupant and is the premier rowing and kayaking center in the Southeast. Home to eight US Rowing National Team Members and two Olympic Kayakers, MRCW rowers have won Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals in various World Championship competitions. MRWC has a very successful competitive youth rowing program for HS students, summer camp rowing for all ages, adult Learn to Row programs, home to collegiate Winter Training, and a prolific competitive masters rowing program. MRWC has hosted National and International rowing championships at the Marine Stadium, such as the US Masters Nationals (1990) and FISA World Masters Championships (1991) in addition to its annual international regatta. 
The Marine Stadium basin is the region's best rowing venue for these competitions, and is certainly one of the most unique in the world, as evidenced by the response of the international rowing community. The Marine Stadium has been sorely missed by the United States, collegiate, and international rowing community since its closure in 1992. MRC looks forward to bringing back major National and International rowing events to the Marine Stadium.
Christina LaBuzetta, President, Location Resources 
website: www.locationresources.com 
Location Resources is a site location company¸ specializing in film, TV, and advertising. The Company has assisted on productions such as CSI Miami and The Fast and the Furious.
The Miami Marine Stadium is a very unique venue which will be very attractive to various media productions. More and more, advertisers are also interested in using unusual, architectural settings such as this. And concerts filmed on location (i.e. "Jimmy Buffett on The Bay") tend to have a very long shelf life. The Stadium is a great opportunity to promote Miami.
 
Bruce Orosz, President,  Act Productions
website: www.actproductions.com
ACT is one of the most highly regarded event companies in South Florida, and produces the Fed-Ex Orange Bowl halftime show, many events for Art Basel, and the Miami Beach Polo World Cup.

The Marine Stadium is a remarkable setting that combines land, water, and sky. More and more, tourist destinations prosper if they can provide unique experiences-which the Stadium can certainly do. The Stadium has tremendous potential for water related events and family entertainment-something Miami is very lacking in. ACT Productions looks forward to the opportunity to produce events at the Marine Stadium. 
Mike Schrieffer, President, F1 Champboat Series 
website: www.champboat.com
FI Champboats are a fast growing boat racing series, which utilize small, 17 foot hydroplanes, with a short turning radius. With a home offices in Charlotte, North Carolina (home of NASCAR), the series has become very popular and is currently on national television on the Speed Channel. F1 Champboat would like to return to Miami in February, 2010 to hold an event at the Marine Stadium site. They look forward to resuming boat racing at Marine Stadium. 
Environmental issues can be handled because the boats race in a very contained race course. Spotters can be used to watch for manatees and they can be assisted by also having spotters in the cranes that overlook the race course and are used for television cameras. In the event a manatee-or other form of marine life is spotted-the race is shut down immediately.
Russell Etling, President, Russell Etling Company
website: wwww.napoleonexhibit.com 
Russell is a very experienced event promoter who produced concerts at the Marine Stadium (Kenny Rogers) and is currently a member of the Orange Bowl Committee. The Stadium has a marvelous set of amenities which will be extremely attractive to promoters and event organizations. 
Julio Viyella, President, Team Row, 
website: www.teamrow.org
Team Row is an organization that teaches young adults to row and is dedicated to promoting the sport of rowing throughout the community.
Team Row proposes to conduct community based rowing programs during non-peak hours. Such use would serve the demand for sports opportunities in many of the downtown/Little Havana/Coconut Grove neighborhoods. 

Michael Przystawik, President, Waltzing Waters®, Inc. 
website: waltzingwaters.com
Waltzing Waters® and the Przystawik family invented the musical fountain concept in the 1920's in Europe.   Today Waltzing Waters® produces it's signature line of shows called "Liquid Fireworks®" The spectacular water light and music shows offer a low cost, energy efficient and environmentally friendly alternative to classic pyrotechnics.  The displays can be customized in size to several hundred feet in length and in excess of 100' in height.  Shows can be self standing and choreographed to suit different musical genres ranging from Classic to Contemporary. Integrated shows combining live performances and/or special effects are easily attained.  

The Marine Stadium offers a remarkable venue for a Liquid Fireworks display-which can be movable.   Not only would such shows hugely benefit the Marine Stadium by generating revenues on a daily basis, but these performances could be implemented before renovations begin as a way to draw people and interest to the Marine Stadium.  This should increase support and in turn accelerate funding.

Jonathan Strauss, Miami Sports International, Inc. 
website:  www.board-up.net; www.Swimgym.net 
This sports event promoter produces the highly successful Board Up Miami, a wakeboarding competition that is held on the Marine Stadium site. This very exciting and highly visual event already attracts 3,000 people.  Jonathan Strauss is also active with his brother and father in Swim Gym, the facility right next to the Miami Rowing Club that teaches people how to swim and is entering its 14th year of operating an all-aquatics sports camp for over 1,200 children a summer, ages 3-15.
Lance O'Brien, Kulchashok Muzik, 
website: www.kulchashok.com 
Lance is a highly respected  DJ, promoter, and producer of Reggae and Surf Music. He has a radio show which is broadcast to college radio stations throughout the United States and the Caribbean. The Marine Stadium is a phenomenal location for "island" music like this. Lance looks forward to promoting events at the Stadium. 
Steve David, American Boat Racing Association
website: www.abrahydroplanes.com 
Steve has a unique perspective; he is a champion boat racer and also a past member of the Port Everglades Planning Board. The Marine Stadium was a very popular venue-with boat racers and audiences. It should again take its place as a premier boat racing location in the United States. Boat racing takes up very little time (a few weekends a year) and environmental concerns can be met with careful planning and cooperation with regulatory agencies. The positive is that these events are very popular and can bring much needed support for Marine Stadium restoration and maintenance. 
Joe Chi, President, Miami Dragon Boat Club 
website: www.miamidragon.com
Dragon boat racing is the fastest growing outdoor spectator sport in the world. The Miami Dragon Boat Club has already hosted major events-and next fall, the National Championships will be in Miami. The Marine Stadium offers one of the best-if not the best-venue in the world to view Dragon Boat races. 
Bob Wild, Promoter
Bob Wild produced boat racing events at Miami Marine Stadium, and currently works with both the Miami Dragon Boat Club and Board-up Miami. He noted that rowing and powerboat events can be compatible, with complementary programs at each event. 
Amaury DaCosta and Wilber Anderson, Miami International Triathlon, 
website: www.mitriathlon.com 
The Triathlon was held at the Marine Stadium site for the first time last year and was a big success; there were over 1,500 participants and thousands of spectators. Enrollment for this year's Triathlon, which will be held March 15, 2009, is up significantly. We would like to use the Stadium itself for this event. We would also like to use the Stadium for other athletic events.
