HISTORIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION BOARD

Fact Sheet 

                        name Commodore Ralph Middleton Munroe Miami Marine Stadium 

                        Address 3501 Rickenbacker Causeway

                        LHD-2008-03 

                        Project Description Preliminary evaluation of a proposal for designation for conformance with the criteria for designation as a historic site. 

                        APPLICANT Dade Heritage Trust, Friends of Miami Marine Stadium 

                        OWNER City of Miami 

                        DATE OF CONSTRUCTION Construction was completed in 1964 

                        ARCHITECT The stadium was designed by Hilario Candela with the firm of Pancoast, Ferendino, Spillis & Candela. 

                        RELATIVE AGE: Generally, both the National Register of Historic Places and our local program use a 50 year threshold as a beginning point to assess whether a property is historic or not.  A National Register Bulletin clarifies the concept1: 

                                                                           Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years (emphasis added) shall not be considered eligible for the National Register 

                        The bulletin goes on to explain the exceptions to this general guideline in a series of “Criteria Exceptions”, Criteria Exception “G” states: 

                        However such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall within the following categories:

                        g. a property achieving significance within the past 50  years if it is of exceptional importance. 

                        On JUNE 26, 2008 the City Commission will have voted on the revision to Chapter 23 “Historic Preservation” of the City Code, which will include this language derived from the National Register of Historic Places. 

                        The “test” for the significance of the stadium will have to address its exceptional importance relative to other buildings of its type and scale during the period of significance ( the 1960s). 

                        SYNOPSIS:

                        CRITERIA FOR                     

                        SIGNIFICANCE The materials provided by the applicant and written by renowned local architect Jorge Hernandez, argues that the Stadium meets the following criteria contained in Chapter 23: 

                           1. Is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the past.

      This statement refers to the City of Miami’s dedication of the  stadium to Commodore Ralph M. Monroe.  

      The property does not meet the intent of the criteria, in that it is  meant to be applied to properties that have a long-term  meaningful association with the individual, e.g. The Barnacle,  Commodore Monroe’s home in Coconut Grove IS eligible  under this criterion.  

      The property does NOT meet this criterion. 

      2. Exemplifies the historical, cultural, political, economic  or social trends of the community.

                           Of all of the criteria, this one is the broadest. The key word is “exemplifies”, bringing a qualitative element to the mix. The case is aptly made that the stadium was part of a series of planning initiatives during the 1960s, under the leadership of Mayor Maurice Ferre.  . The Miami Marine Stadium figures into these revitalization efforts that represent a larger vision, during a tumultuous period in American history. The application also includes information about the caliber of acts that preformed at the stadium as it relates to the “social trends of the community”. 

                        Portrays the environment in an era of historic characterized by one or more distinctive architectural styles.

                                                                                         AND

                     3. Embodies those distinguishing characteristics of an   architectural style or period or method of construction.

                        Of course the stadium is a very specific type of building, with its main function to provide seating and cover from inclement weather. Having recognized that, the Miami Marine Stadium is   a tour-de-force of modern design, fulfilling its function then going beyond in a design that is sculptural in its interpretation of the massive supporting piers.  The stadium is described in MiMo: Miami Modern Revealed: 

                        The stadium was built like a wharf projecting directly into the water of an inlet on Virginia Key to provide a venue for watching speedboat races… The grandstand is a triumph of structural expression combined with MiMo flair.  Eight cyclopean-scaled sets of V-shaped piers support the folded concrete plane of the grandstand, providing tiers for seating.

                        Seen from either side, the daringly cantilevered roof and the grandstands, which extend over the water supported on pylons, form a giant C-shape.  The cantilever design placed the supporting posts well to the rear of the stands, so that unobstructed views were available from most seats.  The roof appears to float unsupported over the grandstand.  The massive sheets of concrete are folded as delicately as origami, accentuated by the subtly tapered width of the piers and the folded edges of the triangular bays above the beams.2 

                        The Miami Marine Stadium is popularly remembered for its role as a social and entertainment venue. But it transcends the simplicity of its function as a stadium by the bold contemporary expression of its design. 

                        RECOMMENDATION The Preservation Officer concludes that the Miami Marine Stadium meets at least three of the criteria for designation, and therefore is eligible for local historic designation. However, because of its relative young age (built 44 years ago) the Preservation Officer recommends that the designation report be expanded to include an overview of then contemporary architecture for the purpose of comparison and context, in order to demonstrate “extraordinary significance”.  
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