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April 9, 2008

Dear Ms. Roper Matkov,

I am writing to you with the utmost concern about the threat to the future of Marine Stadium. This structure is a rare and outstanding example of concrete folded shell construction. The dynamic and  beautiful form of the roof is part of the Modern cultural heritage of Miami and cannot be allowed to be destroyed. The fact that the structure still stands after hurricane wind loads is a testament to the fundamental soundness of its design. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the stadium could be rehabilitated to useful condition at much less cost than its replacement value. More importantly, its real value is in the place it has in the public memory and its form as a symbolic reminder of the unique history of Miami and its relation to the Bay. The access and enjoyment so many had, and could continue to have at this venue, should not disappear because of development pressure. 

I strongly support the designation of Marine Stadium as a historic landmark to better serve the interests of the citizens of Miami. There are proven alternatives to demolition available that docomomo-Florida and the University of Florida Historic Preservation Program support. I am Technical Advisor to docomomo- Florida and currently teach a graduate course, Conserving Modern Buildings as part of the UF Historic Preservation Program. If I can be of further assistance in this urgent matter, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Claude E. Armstrong, AIA, LEED AP
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