We Listened, We Laughed, We Cheered

In an Accordion Made of Concrete

Suspended Between Sea and Sky.....

Let's Do It Again

To: Miami Marines

It's been almost two months since our shindig/benefit of April 19. Although you haven't heard from us, we've been busy in our efforts to revive Miami Marine Stadium! Below is a brief progress report. Now that we are rolling, we hope to keep you updated periodically. Please feel free to forward this email to anyone you think may be interested, and if they email us back, we will add them to our email list. Also, if you haven't done so yet, please consider supporting our effort and becoming a member of Friends of Marine Stadium!  Attached is an application. Membership is $60 and entitles you also to a membership in Dade Heritage Trust, the umbrella organization that provides significant administrative and staff support to our efforts. While most of us are doing this work on volunteer time, a modest amount of money is very important to cover basic expenses. Check should be made out to Dade Heritage Trust.

Party

The shindig/benefit on April 19-was a sell out and an enormous success. Big Thank yous to Julio Viyella, who did a magnificent job organizing the event on behalf of Team Row and Friends of Marine Stadium, The Miami Rowing Club, and The Miami Dragon Boat Club (Puff Dragon Team) which provided the Paddle Power for Tours of the Stadium!

Website

If you haven't seen it, check it our website www.marinestadium.org This website was put together for us by artist Hans Feyerabend, who has also developed a plan to light up the Stadium. There is also significant information on the Stadium on the website of Docomomo Florida, web address http://www.docomomofl.org/  Docomomo is one of our important sponsoring organizations, they are dedicated to documenting and preserving structures of the recent past.

Publicity

Generating press and awareness is an important part of our initiative. We have had marvelous response from the press. In addition to the great article in The Miami Herald, we had other stories in Miami Today, Ocean Drive Magazine, and TV on Telemundo and Channel 7, with an upcoming article in Sea and Shore Magazine. Miami Beach based Plum TV is now doing a feature on the Stadium which should be on the air in the next several weeks. There are probably other articles written that we haven't been able to track down. If you have seen one-or happen to have a copy, please let us know! And if you have some press leads and ideas, let us know that as well! We are also working on a video, generously being done for us by the Rock Group, a branding, advertising and marketing agency

Also, we had a wonderful on air piece on National Public Radio (NPR) recently. Click on the attached web address to hear the story and read the article

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=90085416

Presentations and Contacts

Building a constituency is important work. In the last several months, we have had the opportunity to talk and meet with many individuals and groups. We are delighted at the response we have received. Presentations were made to the City of Miami Waterfront Advisory Board (at the request of Board Chairman Stuart Sorg, presentation by Becky Roper Matkov)), the Kiwanis Club of Little Havana (Becky Roper Matkov, Jorge Hernandez, Hilario Candela- and thank you Teresa Callava!), The Villagers (presentation by Judy Pruitt), Miami Sports Advisory Board (by Don Worth and Dolly MacIntrye)  and by Lourdes Solera to the Miami Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA). All presentations were very well received and we are particularly delighted that Miami AIA has made a $500 contribution to our efforts.

Members of Friends of Marine Stadium would be happy to make a presentation about the Stadium to your organization or group. The presentation features a slide show which includes exciting renderings of a renovated Stadium done by Hilario Candela, architect of the Stadium. Please contact us!

Historic Designation

Architect and Dade Heritage Trust Board member Jorge Hernandez has just completed the Historic Designation Report that we will be filing with the Historic and Environmental Preservation Board (HEPB) of the City of Miami. We expect to be on the Agenda for Preliminary Nomination for the July meeting; proceeding to Final Designation for the September meeting. We will be in contact with you soon as we begin our lobbying efforts!

It is one thing to preserve a building, yet it is most important to make the structure viable. We have initiated a number of preliminary, quiet conversations with individuals and organizations as we investigate the structural, financial and operational feasibility of the Marine Stadium. We have been pleased with the initial response and we are confident that we will be able to make the case to  the City that the Miami Marine Stadium can make a magnificent contribution to the life of the Magic City.

Please email us with your comments, ideas, and thoughts. And please consider joining the  Friends of Marine Stadium (application attached; just download it, print it out, and send it off). We're working hard! We need your help!

Jorge Hernandez

Becky Roper Matkov

Don Worth

Friends of Marine Stadium

